Corzilius stays cool, wins Amateur

Birdie on 18th hole beats Anderson
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Amateur titlist John Corzilius raises his arms in triumph after birdie putt on 18th.

By TOM TOMASHEK

Staff reporter

On one of summer’s hottest afternoons,
John Corzillus maintained his cool Fri-
day and rode a six-shot swing on the final
three holes to the championship in the
31st Delaware Men's Amateur at DuPont
Country Club

Corzilius stepped to the 16th tee of the
host club's DuF’nn! course trailing Chris
Anderson by three strokes, but he picked
up all three on the next two holes, and
then clinched a three-shot victory with
an 18-foot birdie putt on the 18th green
Anderson finishing with double-bogey

The champion, who began the day tied
with Anderson, finished with a 1-under-
Ear 70 and a 72-hole total of 280 to join his

rother, Dave, in the tournament’'s win-
ners’ circle. The older Corzilius, now a
professional. won in 1873 and 1975

As for Corzilius, he won because he was
willing to wait for opportunity to knock in
DuPont’s wooded closing streteh

“After 1 just missed a birdie putt on the
15th 1 told myself I still had to be
patient,” said Corzilius, who lost three
shots on the round's first three holes and
spent the afternoon playing catch-up on
the difficult 6 800-yvard course

“1 remembered how two years ago |
was three strokes behind with three holes
to go,” he said of his second-place finish
to Blaise Giroso at Cavaliers. "'l gambled
and it cost me, I finished five shots
back."”

The break he needed came on the 541-
yard par-5 16th, where Anderson’s third
shot fell short of the green. Corzilius hit
to within three feet and converted for a
birdie, while Anderson chipped through
the green and wound up with a hogey

Corzilius’s slapped a 5-iron to within 30
feet on the 17th and two-putted, but
Anderson — still struggling was short
with a 7-iron and failed to save par

So, what had dwindled to a two-man
battle Davis Sezna fading from con
tention early in the final nine — moved to

the 423-yard 18th hole even, just as in
1977 when Shaun Prendergast and Sezna
were battling for the title

"1 was kind of surprised on 17 (green) to
find myself even, it had seemed like only
a second earlier that 1 had been three
back,” said the 5-foot-9, 135-pounder
only the third former Delaware Junior
champ to win the state amateur 1 was
really pumped on the (1Bth) tee confi
dent. I just stepped up and hit it "

Both players hit the heart of the fair
way with Anderson away. After watching
Anderson’s second shot sail over the

green not even touching the putting
surface Corzilius calmly hit to within
18 feet

Anderson not only missed the green
but his ball came to rest precariously on
a downhill slope beside a small pine On
his first swing, Anderson's club caught a
limb and he fanned, while the next
attempt was short — leaving the 20-vear
old University of Virginia student with
only shattered dreams

“Knowing that he's on the green in 5
made the hole look like a buckel,” said
Corzilius, who after watching Anderson
hole out a tap-in, canned his putt and
raised his arms in triumph

Anderson, the 1982 Philadelphia Ama
teur champion who defeated Corzilius in
the semifinals of that match-play tour
ney, was crestfallen. He had closed
Thursday with a 5-under /6 on the shorter
Nemours course and npened Friday with
birdie-par-birdie certainly steps in the
right direction

Being that | didn’t come into the
tournament until after 45 holes, | figured
that I'd finish strong.” said the f-font-2
180-pounder whose 66 Thursdav wa
shaped by a back ‘

aved for

ine 29, “1

the middle of the greens on whnli
back nine todav. and if you do that long
enough | guess it §

I have a tough time plaving defensive
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Delaware Amateur

Final round

John Corzilus, Cavaliers 67 74 49 70-280
Chris Anderson, Wilm 69 75 66 73-283
Davis Sezna.  Chantilly 70 68 75 73-286
J B Whaley Pike Creex 71 73 69 74-287
Jim Powell Pike Creek 7V 71 72 78-292
John Antonini, Cavaliers 70 72 76 77-295
Jim Hohman, DuPon! 71 74 72 79-296
Jeft Stoneberger Cavaliers 74 70 72 80-29%
Bill Kauftield, DuPon! 76 73 77 74-297
Lee Weber, Rehoboth 72 78 72 75-297
Blaise Giroso, Cavaliers 69 79 73 76-297
Charlie Horn, Penn Qaks 74 74 75 75-298
Dave Elisworth, DuPont 73 76 72 77-298
Todd Anderson, Wilm 76 73 74 76-299
Bob Hable. Pike Creek 70 78 76 75-299

Tom Reilly, DuPont 71 80 74 75-300
Jim Mahoney, Hercules 75 76 73 76-300
Dave Knee, DuPont 73 79 72 77-300

Dave Kroll, Wilmington 80 73 74 75-302
Tom Harman, Wilmington 74 76 73 79-302
Mike Straightiff, DuPont 71 73 78 80-302
Stan Zybytko, Penn Qaks 76 75 75 77-303
Mike Bourne, Cavaliers 76 73 78 76-303
John Hollingsworth, Cav. 74 77 77 75-303
Tom Johnson, Cavaliers 73 79 78 73-303
Bill Givens, Pike Creek 74 74 75 B2-305
Steve Fitterer R. Manor 77 75 72 76-305
Bob Murphy, Penn Qaks 74 79 73 79-305
Rick Karpinski, Pike Creek 71 81 75 80-307
Ron Sezna, Delcastle 78 75 71 83-307
Rich DeVincentis, Cav 79 75 78 79-311
Jim Monkman, Wilmington 73 79 76 84-312
John Thompson, DuPont 71 81 79 82-313
Matt Auen, Maple Dale 77 73 81 B2-313
Joe Sylvester, Rock Manor 74 B0 79 83-316
Steve Kostow Rock Manor76 78 80 B5-319
Bob Ferguson, DuPont! 76 78 83 82-319
Tony Ruggiero, Hercules 75 75 87 83-320




